London School of Economics; at Stow his strong demo- Promise cratic sympathies had already turned him towards Com- cut short munism. He came but rarely to see us; he would allow no place in the changing world for artists and poets who were not Communists, and he withheld himself from me. I was a friend of his parents and belonged to a different generation, not to be admitted among the elect—yet I respected his forthrightness and his eagerness to deny himself the comforts and decencies of his class. One envies the young who believe that life can be adjusted to theories of order and justice. There is no answer when youth attacks the wretched conditions which a large part of mankind have to endure. What is the use of saying with Balzac, that equality may be a right, but no power on earth can convert it to a fact? Tolstoi tried to adjust Ms life to his ideas; so did Lawrence, who, being unmarried, found it easier. We see the evil conditions about us, and feel the urge to throw ourselves into the struggle for betterment; then we revert to our accustomed ways, which between the rival systems of Fascists and Communists do not appear likely to remain long accustomed.
John Cornford's high promise was cut short: he was killed fighting for the Republicans m Spain on his twenty-first birthday. When a collection of essays by his friends on John's brief life was published, his father, Francis Cornford, wrote to me; 'What doesn't appear is the wisdom and gentleness there was underneath the superficial arrogance. There was a good deal of Francis Darwin1 in his nature, combined with that astonishing intellectual force and strength of character, which F. D. had not. And that side was already beginning to assert itself. There seemed to be no limits to what he might do/
John Cornford had the courage to live his theories. I was put in mind of the gallant Irishmen who were killed or executed in the Easter rebellion of 1916, who also put their beliefs into practice.
1 John Cornford's maternal grandfather. 293

